APTOS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
May 2, 2021 ~ 10 AM Worship
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Aptos UMC is an inclusive community that welcomes and encourages full participation of ALL
PERSONS, regardless of race, culture, age, economic circumstance, sexual orientation, gender
identity, or physical/mental abilities. We affirm our denomination’s motto,
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”
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Order of Worship
Gathering Music
Call to Worship
God is the True Vine,
And we are the branches.
Connected to God.
Connected to bear fruit!
Connected to God.
Or we wither away.
Connected to God.
Or useless!
We come to worship God, who is the True Vine.
God, teach us how to remain connected so that we might
bear good fruit!
Prelude
Announcements
Hymn #383

“This Is a Day of New Beginnings”
1. This is a day of new beginnings,
time to remember and move on,
time to believe what love is bringing,
laying to rest the pain that's gone.
2. For by the life and death of Jesus,
God's mighty Spirit, now as then,
can make for us a world of difference,
as faith and hope are born again.
3. Then let us, with the Spirit's daring,
step from the past and leave behind
our disappointment, guilt, and grieving,
seeking new paths, and sure to find.

4. Christ is alive, and goes before us
to show and share what love can do.
This is a day of new beginnings;
our God is making all things new.
5. In faith we'll gather round the table
to taste and share what love can do.
This is a day of new beginnings;
our God is making all things new.

Opening Prayer
God, you sent your Son into the world that we might live
through him. May we abide in his risen life so that we may
bear the fruit of love for one another and know the fullness
of joy. Amen.
Children’s Time
Hymn #384

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
1. Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven, to earth come down;
fix in us thy humble dwelling;
all thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation;
enter every trembling heart.
2. Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit
into every troubled breast!
Let us all in thee inherit;
let us find that second rest.
Take away our bent to sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning,
set our hearts at liberty.

3. Come, Almighty to deliver,
let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.
4. Finish, then, thy new creation;
pure and spotless let us be.
Let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee;
changed from glory into glory,
till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise.

Prayer for Illumination
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your
Holy Spirit, that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word
proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us
today. Amen.
Scripture Lesson

John 15:1-8 (NRSV)

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch
that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You have
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to
you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you
unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches.
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because
apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in
me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches

are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it
will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear
much fruit and become my disciples.

The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
“Abide in Me”

Sermon
Hymn #2076

Pastor Gabe
“O Blessed Spring”

1. O blessed spring, where Word and sign
embrace us into Christ the Vine:
here Christ enjoins each one to be
a branch of this life-giving Tree.
2. Through summer heat and youthful years,
uncertain faith, rebellious tears,
sustained by Christ's infusing rain,
the boughs will shout for joy again.
3. When autumn cools and youth is cold,
when limbs their heavy harvest hold,
then through us warm, the Christ will move
with gifts of beauty, wisdom, love.
4. As winter comes, as winters must,
we breathe our last, return to dust;
still held in Christ, our souls take wing
and trust the promise of the spring.
5. Christ, holy Vine, Christ, living Tree,
be praised for this blest mystery:
that Word and water thus revive
and join us to your Tree of Life.

Concerns and Prayers

Confession and Pardon
We thank you, gracious God, for Jesus Christ the true vine,
with his roots eternally grounded in you. We rejoice that by
grace we have been grafted into him, to be branches on a vine
which bears the loveliest of all the fruits of earth. Yet we
confess that all is not well with the way we live.
Please forgive us for the occasions when we have been the ones
to introduce disease into the vine, preferring its contamination
to the vigor of health.
Forgive us for neglecting to draw deeply on the sap of Life, for
our tendency to wander instead of growing on the framework
you provide, for being content, and sometimes even proud of,
a few sparse or undersized fruits, for the apathy which lets us
to go through some seasons without bearing any fruit.
Have mercy on us. Please do not lose patience or sever us
completely from the true vine. Rather heal our diseases,
discipline and train our wandering tendrils, prune our
unfruitful branches and cut away our diseased ones. May we
remain in Christ and he in us, through all the changing seasons
of life. Let us delight in bearing the fruits of love which are
our true purpose and joy. For your Name’s sake. Amen!

Passing of the Peace
Offering
Special Music
Taking The Bread And Cup
The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

“In Remembrance of Me”

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right…. …with your people on earth and all the
company of heaven we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven
and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna
in the highest.
Holy are you… …as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here… …now and
for ever.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
Breaking The Bread
Giving The Bread And Cup
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, given for you. Amen.

Hymn #2146

“His Eye Is on the Sparrow”

1. Why should I feel discouraged? Why should the shadows
come?
Why should my heart be lonely and long for heaven and home,
When Jesus is my portion? My constant friend is he:
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me;
his eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me.
Refrain:
I sing because I’m happy, I sing because I’m free,
for his eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me.
2. “Let not your heart be troubled,” his tender words I hear,
and resting on his goodness, I lose my doubts and fears;
though by the path he leadeth but one step I may see:
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me;
his eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me. (refrain)
3. Whenever I am tempted, whenever clouds arise,
when song gives place to sighing, when hope within me dies,
I draw the closer to him, from care he sets me free:
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me;
his eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me. (refrain)

Dismissal with Blessing
Postlude
Forrest Willcox

~ In Our Prayers This Week ~
Homebound: LaVern Radeleff, Lollie Starbuck, Ruth Nichols

Special thanks this week to:
Our liturgist: Joyce Rodgers
Our ushers: Jana Daley, Peggy Kaysen, Margie Jurach, and Tammy Philbin
Our tech crew: Roger Swenson and Carolyn Collins
Our flowers: Given by Anne Scott in celebration of gathering together today
The Aptos UMC Covid 19 Re-Launch, Worship, and Gardening Teams for
their combined efforts in coordinating our in-person reopening.

